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Perforntonce lYotes

In rcsponse to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Barbershop Harmony Society partnered u'ith the Nashville Songwriters Association

Intenrational (NSAI) in late spring of 202.0 ro conduct a search lor original iongs u'ith a positive message in the midst of a season of

isolation. Over 100 rong. *... Jmitt"d in the search and "You Can't-Stop the Sun," written by MattAstle, was one of three selected

to be arranged in the barbershop stlle and published by the Bt{S'

Here is Matt's story abogt his inspiration for u,riting this song: "Although -w'e're all-struggling right norv rvith the effects of the

COVID-l9 pandemic. I u,anted to ivrite a song that w6uld apply:to all sortJof other diflculties in life as well as the cunent siruation

I Iir.e in the Seattle area. an<j during the t-rrstieveral rveeks-of-the recent shut-tlown we had unusualll'sunny weather. which helped

irake a tough siruation a little bit rnire bearable. This song builds on that theme: the sun (hope. love. friendship) is ahvays there. even

when you can't see it behind the clouds."

A sreacly tempo is key to successful perfomrance of this arrangement. Srnile, have fun, and invite your audience to sing along!

\\/ayne Grinuner u.orks as a N{usic Educator tbr the Barbershop Harmony Society where_he is involved directly with the Nashville

,r.,uii. .,,,.,.,n-,uniq,. Grimnrer earned his Bachelor's Degree _in nrusic-education and a Master's Degree in-music-composition and

arran_eing iionr Fl'e Torvns College in Nerv York. Upon-graduating, Wayng taught at Fi.ve Towns for several years before rnoring to

Nastri,itti. Way,ne is the principal"arranger and lead iing6r of lris_quanet 'Round Midnight, and his published arrangements include

'.Fight Song.'' i'Atl AUori that Bass." "Sugar" by Maroon 5. and "Sing" by Pentatonix.

As a final note: euesrions about the contest suitability of this or any other song/arrangement should be directed to the iudging

contntuniN and measured against current contest rules. Ask belbrr you sing.
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